HAVRE DE GRACE DANCERS 
New Parent Meeting
 AGENDA

Thursday, September 8th, 2011 6:30 – 8:00 P.M.

HDG Activity Center – Lewis Lane 

	Time

Topic

Presenter

6:30 – 6:35

Welcome

Robyn Lynch
6:35 – 6:40

Introduction of Teachers & Parent Committee

Robyn Lynch

6:40 – 6:50

General Information  (p. 3)

Renee Mentzer

6:50 – 7:00

Frequently Asked Questions (p. 4-5)

Kristen Jones
7:00 – 7:05

Dance Rules (p.6)

Julie Huet
7:05 – 7:10

Proper Dance Attire (p.7)

Amanda Vincenti
7:10 – 7:15

Inclement Weather Information (p.8)

Meghan Whitehurst
7:15 – 7:20

Dance Closing List (p.9)

Jen Crockett

7:20 – 7:25

Fundraiser (p.10-11)

Heather Bollman

7:25 – 7:30

Apparel Form (p.12)

Shannon Hitchings

7:30 – 7:45

Question and Answer

Parents, Teachers, and Committee

7:45 – 8:00

Posting and Viewing of Class Lists

Renee Mentzer
8:00

Adjournment


	


CLASS LISTS WILL NOT BE POSTED UNTIL 7:45PM.

THERE WILL BE NO CLASS CHANGES MADE THIS EVENING

IF AFTER VIEWING THE LIST YOU FEEL THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST A CHANGE YOU WILL BE ASKED TO FILL OUT A CLASS CHANGE REQUEST FORM AND RETURN IT TO RENEE MENTZER THIS EVENING.  

UPON REVIEW OF YOUR REQUESTED CHANGE, AND AT THE TEACHER’S DISCRETION, SOMEONE WILL CONTACT YOU PRIOR TO THE START OF CLASSES TO LET YOU KNOW IF YOUR REQUESTED CHANGE CAN BE ACCOMMODATED.

Thank You for Your Patience, Cooperation & Understanding,

HDG Dancers Staff & Committee Members

Welcome to the Havre de Grace Dance Program
Let’s Get Ready to Dance 
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September 2011 – April 2012
 
Welcome Packet   

Enclosed you will find important information concerning this years dance season.  Please keep this information package on hand to refer to for questions you may have concerning our program

 
General Program Information                                  
Proper Dance Attire
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ's)                     
Fundraiser Information
Dance Rules





Inclement Weather Policy
School Closing List

 
We welcome any suggestions you may have to improve our program, 
and will take them into consideration for next year.  
Please feel free to email your suggestions to

info@havredegracedance.com
Don’t forget to LIKE us on facebook
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HAVRE DE GRACE DANCERS 

PARENT COMMITTEE 

AND TEACHERS
www.havredegracedance.com
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Havre de Grace Dancer’s General Information
www.havredegracecdance.com    
Contact Us:  info@havredegracedance.com  
We hope you enjoyed your summer and are ready for “DANCE”.  The following is information that we hope you will find helpful throughout this upcoming dance season.

CLASSES
Sessions will begin on September 19, 2011 with the exception of Amanda’s classes, which will not begin until September 26, 2011.  Sessions are held Monday thru Thursday, and are held at the Havre de Grace Activity Center (Lewis Lane), Havre de Grace Community Center (Lagaret Lane) and Meadowvale Elementary School (located off Rt. 155). Location and time of your child’s dance class will be determined once class placements have been assigned.
RECITAL   
When: TENTATIVELY set for April 29, 2012 at 1:00pm (Children will need to be dropped off at 12:15pm prior to the recital)
Where: Havre de Grace High School
Details: The week leading up to the recital we will have rehearsals at the Havre de Grace High School and no regular classes will be scheduled.  Updated recital information will be given out closer to recital time and we will confirm the date as soon as possible!
CREATIVE MOVEMENT  
Classes are for children that are 3 years old.  Each class runs 45 minutes.
BALLET, TAP or JAZZ  
Ballet & Tap classes are for children ages 4 and up.  Jazz classes are for children ages 5 and up.  Each class runs 50 minutes.
LYRICAL/MODERN  
Lyrical/Modern classes are for children ages 8 and up, and are by teacher approval only.
PARENT MEETING   
Each year we host a New Parent Meeting at the Havre de Grace Activity Center.  This year the meeting will be held on Thursday, September 8, 2011 at 6:30pm.  We will answer any questions you have and deal with any class change requests.
CLOSINGS   
We follow Harford County school closings. When schools are closed dance will not be held. The Inclement Weather Policy is included in this packet.

CLASS TUITION FEES  
Registration fee:  $150.00 per class/discipline and $145.00 for each additional child/discipline (this also includes the cost of your child’s recital costume).  
Out of county students: $155.00 per class
VOLUNTEERS 
This coming dance season we will be asking for a volunteer to be the “Class Mom or Dad” for your child’s class.  The parent volunteer would assist with making sure that all parents in that particular class receive informational flyers, distribute and collect fundraising packets, make class phone calls to notify if a class has been canceled, and measure children and fill out the costume order measurement form.  Although we do have a committee, we think this will help to make it easier for everyone if the dance committee and teachers had a “Class Parent.” If you have any ideas or suggestions that might benefit our program, please e-mail us at info@havredegracedance.com.
Volunteers are an essential part of our program.  Please consider giving some of your time to make this another successful year for your little dancer.  Thank You!
Havre de Grace Dancers

??? Frequently Asked Questions ???
Q:
What style and color leotard and tights should my child wear?

A: 
We do not have requirements on style or color. Your child needs to wear a leotard, tights and the appropriate shoes.  Please read the Dance Rules which elaborate on what each children needs to wear.
Q: What style and color ballet/tap/jazz shoe should we purchase?

A:
There are no requirements on style. Pink Ballet slippers should be worn for ballet and Creative Movement, black tap shoes must be worn for tap classes (no heels) and black jazz shoes must be worn for jazz.  The 4 and 5 year old tap classes should wear sneakers or rubber soled shoes for the first 15-20 minutes of class for warm up.  
Q:
Where can I find dance shoes and attire?

A:
County Ballet Dance Shop has a selection of shoes in all sizes. Also, Payless, Wal-Mart, Curtain Call for Class, Dance Distributors (online), and Target are great places to check for proper dance shoes.

Q:
Does my child need to be potty trained to participate?

A:
No. However if your child needs assistance we ask that you stay nearby the classroom to assist your child or change his/her diaper.

Q:
Do classes run if Harford County Public Schools are closed?
A:
No. We follow the Harford County Public Schools schedule for all holidays and school closings.  **See inclement weather policy
Q:
What if Harford County Public Schools are delayed due to weather?

A:
As long as they re-open and are not closed for any reason, classes will be held. 

Q:
Do I have to stay in the building for my child’s class?
A:
It is not required that you stay, but please make sure we have an updated contact phone number and you are on time to pick up your child   Please remember that you MUST bring your child into the building and at pick up time, you must come into the building to pick your child up.  Children will not be released into the parking lot.
Q:
How do I know when my child’s class will be?

A:
Class lists will be posted online and at the Activity Center Office.  Class assignments will be mailed out with the link to the full class list online.
Q:
What time does my child’s class end?
A:
The 3 and 4 year old classes run 45 minutes and all others are 50 minutes.  Please be on time when dropping your child off for class and when you pick up your child.
Q:
How will I know if my child’s class is cancelled?
A:
Visit our website at www.havredegracedance.com for advanced cancellations.  Also, we hope to have a class parent who will be able to call parents in case of any emergency cancellation.  In addition, we will be attempting to set up a group e-mail list to get messages to you.
Q:
I want my child to be in a class with a friend for carpooling reasons, can I do this?

A:
You may request that your child be in the same class as someone else by writing it on your registration form.  It is ultimately up to the teacher whether or not the children are at the same experience level and will do well in a class together.
Q:
My child will be 3 in December.  Would she be eligible for the Creative Movement class? 

A:
Yes.

Q:
Am I required to participate in the Fundraisers?
A:
No, however we encourage and appreciate all of the help we can get.  We do fundraisers to keep costs down and pay for expenses at recital time.  If there is not sufficient participation in our fundraisers there could be recital charges and tuition increases in the future.
Q: How do I contact the committee or teachers if I have a question or concern?

A: You can contact us by visiting our website, www.havredegracedance.com or e-mailing us at info@havredegracedance.com.  We will reply   to you as soon as possible.

Please check the website frequently for forms and updates.

Havre de Grace Recreation Committee

Dance Rules

Note:  PARENTS – PLEASE REVIEW THESE RULES WITH YOUR CHILD(REN)
1. Registration and Costume fees are non-refundable.

2.  Running in the halls is not permitted.

3. Food and drink are not permitted inside the building after school hours (this includes no gum chewing during class).  Violation of this rule can result in dismissal from the program.

4. Students should use the restroom before coming to class.

5. Students are not permitted to be in other areas of the building.  Anyone who is found wandering the halls or creating a disruption will be given a warning for the first offense.   The second offense will result in dismissal from the program.  REFUNDS ARE NOT GRANTED FOR DISMISSALS.

6. Children are to be escorted to the class by parents and picked up at the same location.  PLEASE BE PROMPT.  No child will be allowed to leave the class unless a parent is waiting.  For security reasons, the doors to the school will be locked during class times.  Please be on time to pick up your child.

7. Inclement Weather – During the week, if public schools are closed for the entire day or close early due to inclement weather, recreation programs scheduled at those sites will not meet.

8. More than 5 unexcused absences from a class could result in dismissal from the recital.  Please try to advise your teacher if you know you will be missing a class.
9. PROPER DANCE ATTIRE MUST BE WORN TO ALL CLASSES.  No jeans, large shirts, jewelry, constrictive clothing, etc.  Dance shoes must also be worn to all classes.  No stocking feet.  Hair should be pulled back away from the face in a pony tail or bun for every class.  Please see the Proper Dance Attire Form included with this packet for more details.

10. Problems / Concerns / Questions?  Please speak to your child’s instructor.  For more information please e-mail the teachers and committee members at info@havredegracedance.com.
Proper Dance Attire

Ballet
Leotard, tights and pink ballet shoes must be worn to each class.  A ballet skirt or dance sweater/warmer (made specifically for dance) may be worn over a leotard.  Hair must be pulled back at all times into a ponytail or a bun.  Shoes should fit snugly and strings tucked in.
Tap and Jazz
Leotard and tights, dance pants, dance skirt or unitard of any color must be worn to each class.  Black tap or jazz shoes must also be worn at all times.  Hair must be pulled back into a ponytail or bun.  If pants are worn, they should be capris or dance pants that come just to the ankle.  Pants that hang over the shoes are a safety hazard.

Lyrical/Modern
Leotard and tights, dance pants, dance skirt or unitard of any color must be worn to each class.  Class may be taken in bare feet, but “Foot thongs” will be required for recital.  No loose or baggy clothing allowed.
Creative Movement
Leotard, tights and pink ballet shoes must be worn to each class.  Skirts and tutu’s may be worn if they are not a distraction to the child.

Boys may wear fitted t-shirts and pants that allow them to move freely.  Please be sure pant legs are above the shoes. 

* Street clothes, jeans, baggy pants, baggy shirts, hair down and jewelry are not acceptable for any class.  In order for the teachers to see movements and/or correct them, these rules must be followed.
Inclement Weather Information
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
The Harford County Department of Parks and Recreation will utilize the following procedure for cancellation of programs and activities during inclement weather conditions.

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES:
Weekdays, during regular business hours, when Harford County Government Offices are closed, all Harford County Parks and Recreation facilities will also be closed. These facilities will also adhere to announce delayed openings or early closings as determined by Harford County Government. In addition, if a specific facility cannot be opened or remain open safely, it may be closed by the local Parks and Recreation staff. During evening hours, weekends and holidays, when Harford County Government does not have regular business hours, local recreation staff will make cancellation decisions based upon specific site conditions. Excluded is Swan Harbor Farm.

SCHOOL FACILITIES:
During weekdays when schools are closed or close early, all Harford County Parks and Recreation activities are cancelled. When schools are closed or close early on Friday, activities for that weekend (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday) will be cancelled based on the policy established by the Board of Education. If inclement weather occurs weekdays after school is dismissed and on weekends, Harford County Department of Parks and Recreation will use the snow emergency plan to determine activity status. When the snow emergency plan is in effect, activities at school sites will be cancelled.

LISTEN TO WAMD (97 AM) OR WXCY (103.7 FM) FOR ANY ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING PROGRAM CANCELLATIONS.
Website will also be updated for any closing information.

www.havredegracedance.com
Dance Closing List
This is a closing list as it is known at this time.  
Additional days could be added and we will let you know as soon as we are aware. 

September 29th – Rosh Hashanah
October 31st – Halloween
November 3rd – Teacher Staff Development/Elem. Conference Day
November 23rd – November 25th – Thanksgiving Holiday
December 1st – NO CLASESES at Meadowvale (Winter Concert)
December 5th – 6th – NO CLASSES at Meadowvale (Holiday Shoppe)
December 23rd – December 31st – Winter Holiday
January 1st – January 2nd – Winter Holiday
January 16th – Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday
January 23rd – 24th – Teacher Staff Development Days
February 20th – Presidents Day
April 2nd – Teacher Staff Development Day
April 3rd – Primary Election Day
April 4th – April 9th – Spring Vacation
Havre de Grace Dancers Presents:
Our Annual Costume
DANCE-A-THON Fundraiser!!
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Please join us for food, fun & LOTS of DANCING!! 

Date: October 21st, 2011
Time: 6-8 pm
Location: Bulle Rock Golf Course Clubhouse
320 Blenheim Lane, Havre de Grace, MD 21078

Wear your costume, and bring your pledges & donations!

 Every dancer that participates will receive a special prize!

Prizes will be given for the top 3 fundraisers:

1st Place:  FREE Dance Camp 2011

2nd Place: ½ off Dance Camp 2011

3rd Place: Free Long Sleeve Dance Shirt

Our Goal is for each dancer to raise $25.00! 

Pizza & Ice Cream will be available for purchase!

If you can’t attend, you can still participate by collecting donations,

and you will still be eligible to win prizes.

Please contact Heather Bollman at hlc808@comcast.net 
to drop off donations prior to the event.
* Flyers will be handed out the first week of class *
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Many of you, your children or grandchildren have been students of the Havre de Grace Dancers.


Don’t miss the opportunity to share this enjoyable evening and also to give back to this 


wonderful program for our young people.





Salad Bar�Cream of Broccoli Soup


Chicken Chesapeake, Tenderloin of Beef, Pasta Primavera


Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Rice�Green Beans with Caramelized Onions


 Assorted Desserts� Draft Beer, Wine, and Non-Alcoholic beverages





Menu





Date: 	Saturday, November 12, 2011 at 7 p.m – 11p.m.�


Place: 	Bulle Rock Golf Course Clubhouse


320 Blenheim Lane, Havre de Grace, MD 21078





Tickets are limited, so purchase early!


$35- per person or $315- for a table of 10 �


For tickets and further information please call 410-939-8887 ext.204


or contact hlc808@comcast.net





Flash Back to the 80’s Bull Roast





The Havre de Grace Dancers


Invite you to share in their annual…
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